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DOCTRINAL^ _ 

TO  MR.  WILBERFORCE. 


LETTER  NO.  6. 


Sir — The  other  branch  of  your  doctrine 
relates  to  the  punishments  to  which  the 
hereditary  sinner  is  exposed.  These,  as 
represented  in  creeds  and  confessions, 
consist  in  miseries  which  it  is  not  in 
the  power  of  imagination  to  exceed. — 
They  state  that  “the  offspring  of  Adam 
have,  by  bis  fall,  lost  communion  with 
God,  are  under  his  wrath  and  curse,  and 
so  made  liable  to  all  the  miseries  of  this 
life,  to  death  itself,  and  to  the  pains  of 
hell  forever.”  The  only  mitigation  of 
this  dreadful  sentence  is,  **  God  having 
out  of  his  mere  good  pleasure  from  alT 
eternity  elected  some  to  everlasting  life, 
did  enter  into  a  covenant  of  grace  to  de¬ 
liver  them  out  of  the  estate  of  sin  and 
misery,  and  to  bring  them  into  an  estate 
of  salvation  through  a  Redeemer.” 

The  objections  against  the  tenet  of 
hereditary  sin  were  simply,  that  it  is  un- 
Scripturai,  irrational,  and,  phjrsically  and 
metaphysically  considered,  impossible, 
as  well  as  inconsistent  with  other  doc- 
Irinee  held  to  be  of  equal  importance. 
The  charges  against  this  part  of  the  sys¬ 
tem  are  of  a  more  serious  nature.  It 
contains  sentiments  which  impeach  the 
Divine  character,  and  are  totally  the  re¬ 
verse  of  the  ideas  it  is  our  duty  to  cher¬ 
ish  of  the  Great  Universal  Parent 

This  sentence  of  condemnation  con¬ 
sists  of  three  parts,  being  made  **  liable 
to  all  the  miseries  of  this  life  j  to  death 


itself ;  and  to  the  pains  of  hell  forever.” 
To  ascribe  all  the  miseries  of  this  life 
to  the  fall  of  Adam  is  merely  hypothet¬ 
ical.  It  far  exceeds  the  scripture  ac¬ 
count,  nor  is  it  warranted  by  facts. — 
Many  evils  manifestly  arise  from  the 
original  constitution  of  animated  na¬ 
tures.  Many  evils  are  suffered  by 
the  brute  creation,  whose  natures  could 
not  partake  of  any  hereditary  change 
from  the  fall  of  Adam.  The  sensi- 
sitive  powers  whicli  are  the  sources  of 
pleasure  may  in  some  circumstances  be¬ 
come  the  occasions  of  pain  :  and  that 
susceptibility  of  impressions  from  sur¬ 
rounding  causes,  which  is  productive  of 
health  and  vigour,  may  occasionally  ren¬ 
der  our  natures  subject  to  diseases,  as  it 
finally  induces  the  torpor  of  death. — 
Many  evils  are  superadded  to  the  human 
species  from  the  superiority  of  our  make: 
from  the  extreme  delicacy  of  our  feelings: 
from  the  nature  and  extent  of  our  con¬ 
nections  with  every  thing  around  us : 
from  the  variety  of  our  pursuits,  and  the 
number  of  our  enjoyments.  Animals 
suffer  little  more  than  bodily  pain  for  the 
instant.  The  majority  of  them  have,  in 
appearance,  very  imperfect  recollection 
of  the  past,  and  no  dread  of  the  future. 
Their  pursuits  commence  and  cease  with 
animal  gratifications.  The  objects  which  . 
attract  our  attention  are  not  to  be  calcu¬ 
lated,  and  every  object  may  prove  a  source 
of  disappeiiitment.  Our  sorrows  arise 
from  the  recollection  of  past  comforts; 
they  are  the  funeral  eulogy  of  departed 
joys.  Framed  and  situat^  as  we  are, 
various  discomfitures  must  present  them¬ 
selves,  from  the  very  constitution  of 
things,  without  their  being  evils  entailed 
upon  us  by  the  crime  of  our  progenitors. 
It  will  appear  obvious  to  every  one  who 
attentively  studies,  free  from  the  bias  of 
system,  the  nature  of  man,  his  powers, 
his  connexions,  his  passions  and  affections, 
that  we  are  as  originally  intended;  and 
that  the  shock  of  a  singla  transgression 
could  no  more  introduce  such  various  and 
wonderful  combinations,  than  the  shock 
of  an  earthquake  could  newly  organize 
the  whole  creation. 

It  is  the  immutable  law  of  animal  na¬ 
tures,  that  all  which  are  born  into  this 
world  shall  suffer  the  dissolution  of  their 
frames.  From  this  law  the  human  spe¬ 
cies  superior  as  it  may  be  in  its  faculties, 
is  not  exempt  Yet  the  human  species 
are  expectants  of  a  higher  state,  when 
their  natures  shall  be  rendered  capable  of 


enjoying  permanent  existence  and  more 
exalted  happiness  than  its  present  frail¬ 
ties  will  permit  Were  they  destitute  Of 
this  expectation,  as  they  cannot  claim  an 
exclusive  right  toimmortality,  there  could 
be  no  injustice  in  their  being  involved  in 
the  common  ruin  ;  icith  it^  they  are  ren¬ 
dered  the  peculiar  monuments  of  Divine 
benignity,  notwithstanding  this  temporary 
dishonor.  Mortality  being  our  destined 
lot,  where  is  the  injury  in  rendering  our 
grand  progenitor  the  parent  of  this  mor¬ 
tal  race?  Or  the  impropriety  of  constitu¬ 
ting  his  disobedience  to  the  divine  com¬ 
mand,  the  medium  of  its  introduction? 
Since  it  inculcates  this  important  lesson, 
that  disobedience  disqualifies  for  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  permanent  existence?  Sin  en¬ 
tered  into  the  world  through  the  first  man, 
as  he  was  the  first  sinner;  but  as  there  is 
not  the  most  distant  reason  to  expect  that 
his  offspring  would  have  been  created  with 
more  perfect  dispositions  and  stronger 
powers  than  he  enjoyed,  each  like  him, 
would  doubtless  have  yielded  to  his  own 
temptation:  and  the  divine  law  being  in 
force,  that  the  wages  of  sin  shall  be 
death,  these  wages  would  have  been  uni¬ 
versally  the  awards  of  our  personal  trans¬ 
gressions.  This  statement  must  not  only 
appear  consonant  with  every  attribute  of 
Deity,  but  to  every  one  who  believes  in 
primitive  and  rational  Christianity,  indi¬ 
cative  of  the  divine  benignity.  He  will, 
in  that  system,  discover,  that  indemnifi¬ 
cation  is  promised  to  the  virtuous  part  of 
our  race,  through  the  instrumentality  of 
one  who  is  termed  the  Second  Adam,  and 
whose  perfection  of  character  entitles  him 
to  the  high  honour  of  being  the  Saviour 
of  mankind;  for  we  are  taught,  that  *‘as 
in  Adam  all  die,  even  so  in  Christ  shall 
be  made  alive.” 

Accordingto  this  constitution  of  things, 
should  it  not  perfectly  quadrate  with  pri¬ 
or  ideas  or  expectations,  no  injustice  in 
the  conduct  of  Deity  towards  his  crea¬ 
tures  can  be  discovered,  or  suspected.—  . 
Ample  provision  is  made  for  the  repara¬ 
tion  of  temporary  injuries ;  and  thou^ 
we  may  not  completely  trace  the  whole 
plan  of  Providence,  we  can  trace  marks 
of  wisdom  and  beneficence  thretfgh  the 
mists  ef  obscurity  which  still  remain.— 
Bntto  believe  that  the  human  race  is  ren¬ 
dered  liable  to  the  permanent  inextin- 
gnishable  wrath  of  God,  and  to  the  pains 
of  hell  forever,  on  account  of  the  tians- 
I  gression  of  their  forefather,  or  in  cosse'* 

I  quence  of  anj  taint  they  have  been  ae* 
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cessitated  to  receive  from  him,  is  an  ex*  What  a  predilection  for  the  diSasionof  not  inflicting  punishment  beyond  their 
travasmce  that  has  never  been  equalled,  misery  must  that  mind  have  possessed  ;  deserts;  and  in  not  depriving  them  of  the 
It  nas  been  asserted,  and  I  think  in*  what  barbarous  ideas,  worse  than  Gothic,  good  to  which  they  have  an  undoubted 
disputably  proved,  that  the  doctrine  of  which  dared  first  to  interpret  threats  like  claim.  By  goodness  the  disposition  which 
Jiereditary  depremty  has  no  countenance  these  to  our  being  made  liable  to  the  pains  consults  and  promotes  the  welfare  of 
feom  scripture,  and  that  every  text  ur^ed  of  hell  for  ever,  on  account  of  the  first  others  to  the  utmost  extent  of  power, 
in  support  of  that  idea  demands  a  differ*  transgression!  What  reason  can  be  given  It  is  also  presumed  that  these  termo 
ent  signification.  We  must  now  remark,  for  this  unusual  deviation  from  the  literal  have  exactly  the  same  import  when  appli* 
that  tne  eternal  punuhmeni  of  hereditary  sense  of  terms?  By  what  rule  of  inter*  ed  to  the  character  of  Deity,  as  in  their 
sin  is  likewise  a  phantom  of  the  brain,  a  pretation  can  it  be  proved,  that  the  death  application  to  the  characters  of  men: 
mere  dream,  and  no  revelation.  denounced  in  this  sentence  should  signify  that  the  difference  is  in  degree  only,  noi 

It  must  be  remarked,  that  the  doctrine  eternal  existence,  and  an  eternal  exist*  in  nature.  Without  this  concession  there 
of  our  being  liable  to  eternal  misery  on  ence  in  misery?  The  error  and  absurdity  can  be  no  argumentation  concerning  the 
account  of  original  sin,  has  net  so  much  of  this  interpretation  is  happily  demon*  attributes  of  Deity.  We  shall  neither 
as  dubious  phraseology,  or  the  sound  of  a  strated  by  an  authority  yon  will  not  dis*  understand  each  other  nor  ourselves;  but 
single  text  to  support  it.  Most  of  the  pate.  St.  Paul,  referring  to  this  trans*  shall  rush  into  a  chaos  of  incercitude, 
errors  of  systematic  divines,  whether  of  gression  of  our  first  parents,  says,  *'for  where  nothing  can  be  maintained  orde* 
the  Romish  or  Calvinistio  church,  proceed  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even  so  in  Christ  shall  nied,  proved  or  confuted, 
from  their  not  possessing  aay  clue  to  di*  all  be  made  alive-”  The  contrast,  ac*  These  observations  will,  it  is  hopeth 
i«ct  them  through  the  diversities  and  ap*  cording  to  just  rules  of  interpretation,  strike  you.  Sir,  with  all  the  force  of  self* 
parent  contrarieties  of  scripture  language,  must  either  relate  to  the  privation  of  life  evident  prepositions  :  but  they  have  not 
The  particular  style  of  each  author,  the  by  one  event,  and  the  restoration  to  life  been  uniformly  admitted  by  advocates  for 
state  and  circumstances  of  the  persons  by  another;  or  it  must  run  thus,  ^'for  as  the  religious  sentiments  you  have  espoua* 
.'iddressed,  &c.  have  been  occasions  of  in  Adam  all  were  made  eternally  miser*  ed.  Some  have  imagined  that  there  is 
varied  phraseology,  and  this  has  been  able,  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  eter*  one  code  of  moral  conduct  for  God,  and 
made  to  countenance  every  religious  hy*  nally  happy.  another  for  man  :  that  whatever  the  Dl* 

pothesis  which  the  caprice  of  man  has  M either  is  there  a  single  passage  in  any  vine  being  ordains  or  effects,  most  bb 
imagined,  from  the  extravagancies  of  other  part  of  sacred  writ,  in  which  eter*  right  and  good,  merely  because  he  is  the 
Transubstanciation  on  the  one  hand,  to  nal  misery  is  said  to  be  the  punishment  agent:  that  his  sovereignty  renders  him 
those  of  Antinomianism  on  the  other.  In  allotted  to  the  offspring  of  Adam,  on  ac*  superior  to  every  other  rule  but  that  of 
fact  almost  every  absurdity  which  has  count  of  Adam’s  transgression,  or  that  his  own  pleasure.  Sentiments  like  these, 
disgraced  theology,  has  arisen  from  liter*  can  encourage  the  most  eccentric  imagine*  which  subjugate  every  principle  to  the 
al  interpretations  being  given  to  passages  tion  to  draw  the  inference.  right  of  the  strongest,  and  would  render 

in  holy  writ,  where  the  first  principles  of  We  shall,  therefore,  with  a  freedom  Satan  himself  wise,  just,  and  good,  could 
reason  and  the  essential  doctrines  of  chris*  similar  to  that  indulged  respecting  the  he  but  usurp  the  throne  of  the  Almighty, 
tianity  demand  a  figurative  metaphorical  former  article,  examine  whetner  the  doc*  Let  us  now  apply  these  principles  to 
s^nse.  But  on  the  present  question,  the  trine  of  the  eternal  misery  of  Adam’s  the  history  of  original  sin,  and  inquire 
opposite  conduct  has  been  pursued. —  offspring,  on  account  of  his  transgression,  how  they  will  accord.  The  doctrinb 
'File  doctrine  appears  so  enchanting,  that  be  consistent  with  those  attributes  we  all  stands  thus, 

language  has  been  strained  and  distorted,  profess  to  ascribe  to  the  Deity,  whom  we  It  was  the  primary  design  of  the  Al¬ 
in  order  to  give  it  countenance!  The  only  unite  to  pronounce  infinitely  powerful,  mighty,  all  infinitely  wise,  just,  and  good 
sentence  denounced  against  disobedience,  wise,  just,  and  good.  6(^,  to  create  a  race  of  beings  in  ordbr 

recorded  in  scripture  history,  is,  *fin  the  But  this  freedom  shall  not  prevent  our  to  confer  upon  them  perfection  of  charac* 
day  tha< thou  eatest  thereof,  thou  shalt  proceeding  with  due  caution  in  the  ex-  ter,  and  render  them  eternally  happy. — 
surely  die;’’  the  only  apprehension  ex*  amination  of  a  question  upon  which  our  Unforunately  Satan,  an  evil  spirit,  of  ex¬ 
pressed  by  Eve,  when  tempted  by  the  characters  may  be  said  in  some  measure  traordinary  powers,  and  astonishing  sub¬ 
serpent,  was,  '*if  she  ate  of  the  tree,  or  to  depend;  concerning  which,  if  the  doc*  tiltv; — but  yet  a  creature  of  God,  and  as 
touched  it  she  should  surely  die.”  After  trine  be  true,  the  boldness  of  the  attack  such,  not  above  the  control  of  his  Maker, 
the  deed  was  committed,  the  Lord  God,  must  appear  rash  and  reprehensible;  if  — Satan  by  a  single  stratagem  subverted 
allotting  the  punishment  to  each  offender,  false,  every  one  will  deem  it  to  be  impious,  the  whole  plan.  It  was  not  by  procur* 
passed  the  following  verdict  alone:  he  Let  it  therefore  be  previously  noticed,  ing  the  annihilation  of  this  new  world, 
said  unto  the  woman,  *‘I  will  greatly  mul*  that  every  argument  demands  a  perfect  with  its  inhabitants,  that  he  destroyed 
tiply  thy  sorrow,  and  thy  conception:  in  agreement  of  the  disputants  concerning  those  coinplacential  prospects  of  bliss  en* 
sorrow  thou  shalt  bring  forth  children;  the  signification  of  the  terms  used,  and  a  joyed  by  the  divine  mind,  but  he  involv- 
and  thy  desire  shall  be  to  thy  husband,  mutual  conviction  of  their  aptitude  to  the  ed  an  infinite  majority  of  its  rational  in* 
and  he  shall  rule  over  thee.” — And  unto  subject.  You  will  doubtless  acquiesce  habitants  in  endless  misery.  The  infer- 
Adam  he  said,  ’^Because  thou  hast  heark*  in  the  definition,  that  power  is  an  energy  nal  scheme  was  accomplished  by  sedu- 
ened  to  the  voice  of  thy  wife,  and  hast  capable  of  producing  certain  effects;  and  cing  our  first  parents  to  transgress  the 
eaten  of  the  tree  of  which  I  commanded  the  power  of  an  intelligeat  being  is  the  Divine  command,  while  their  whole  pro- 
^  thee,  saying,  Thou  shalt  not  eat  of  it;  ability  of  operating  some  designed  effect,  geny  was  in  their  loins;  and  the  seduc- 
cursed  is  the  ground  for  thy  sake;  in  sor-  By  wisdom  is  understood  the  perception  tion  introduced  at  once,  such  a  to&l  de- 
row  shalt  thou  eat  of  it  all  the  days  of  and  application  of  means  adapted  to  cer-  pravity  into  human  nature,  as  to  render 
thy  life;  thorns  also  and  thistles  shall  it  tain  ends.  It  implies  a  knowledge  of  the  whole  progeny  of  Adam  deserving  of 
hnng  forth  to  thee:  and  thou  shalt  eat  the  the  relation  in  which  things  stand  to  each  eternal  damnation,  even  before  they  corn- 
herb  of  the  field.  In  the  sweat  of  thy  other,  and  the  direction  of  this  knowl*  mitted  any  actual  transgression.  This 
•  face  shalt  thou  eat  bread,  till  thou  return  <  edge  to  some  suitable  purpose.  By  jus*  sin  of  Adam  incensed  the  Deity  against 
unto  the  ground:  for  out  of  it  wast  thou  tice  is  meant  the  disposition  to  render  to  the  whole  human  race,  and  now  he  de* 
taken;  for  dust  thou  art  and  unto  dust  others  what  is  their  due.  It  consists  in  termines  to  make  the  b^ngs,  who  Trere 
sjralt  thou  retunw” 
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originally  designed  to  be  partakers  of 
his  nunificencey  the  dreadful  monuments 
of  his  wrath.  The  intended  objects  of 
Ids  vindictive  justice,  for  crimes  of  which 
they  were  totally  ignorant.  The  infinite 
mercy  of  Deity,  however,  induced  him 
to  make  a  few  exceptions,  and  to  elect 
some  from  this  immense  mass  of  misery 
to  everlasting  life;  out  of  his  mere  good 
pleasure,  without  any  superior  degree  of 
innocence  on  their  parts,  or  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  a  single  good  quality  to  recom¬ 
mend  them  to  this  peculiar  mark  of  di¬ 
vine  favor. 

Surely,  to  every  person  free  from  pre¬ 
judice  will  the  above  statement,  which 
defies  the  charge  of  exaggeration,  ap¬ 
pear  as  a  confutation  of  the  doctrine- — 
But  such  is  the  force  of  early  education, 
or  of  predilection  for  a  particular  system: 
and  so  great  is  the  awe  with  which  some 
minds  are  struck,  when  disposed,  or  as 
they  term  it,  tempted  to  doubt  of  te¬ 
nets,  they  have  been  taught  to  regard  as 
sacred,  that  the  greatest  absurdities  lie 
concealed  from  the  eye,  if  they  put  on  a 
religious  garb;  and  the  same  understand¬ 
ings  whicn  despise  common  extravagan¬ 
ces,  will  bend  the  knee  to  those  contain¬ 
ed  in  their  theological  creeds! 

Is  it  not  self-evident  that  if  God  fore¬ 
saw  from  all  eternity,  the  seduction  of 
Adam,  and  If  he  ordained  from  all  eter¬ 
nity,  to  save  the  elect  out  of  the  general 
wreck,  either,  that  it  was  not  the  prima¬ 
ry  intention  of  the  Supreme  Being,  to 
render  Adam  and  his  posterity  happy,  or 
that  he  failed  in  the  attempt?  We  can¬ 
not  make  the  former  supposition  ixithout 
denying  to  the  Deity  the  only  motive  that 
was  worthy  of  him.  Niw  we  must  sup¬ 
pose  that  he  decreed  to  form,  that  is,  to 
compel  into  existence,  beings  innumer¬ 
able,  whose  eternal  misery  he  distinctly 
fbresaw.  Can  the  imagination  devise  a 
determination  of  cruelty  equal  to  this? 
Is  it  possible  for  such  a  doctrine  to  be 
true,  and  the  Deity  to  possess  the  char¬ 
acter  ascribed  to  him  by  the  apostle  John, 
when  he  says,  “God  is  love;”  a  being  es¬ 
sentially  benignant?  Could  a  good  l^ing 
fbrm  creatures  for  such  an  unworthy  pur¬ 
pose  when  the  very  definition  of  benig¬ 
nity  is  a  disposition  to  difiuse  all  possible 

lihnninoaft? 


Ihe  partial  exertion  of  sovereignty  in 
the  predestination  of  a  few  to  eternal 
iife>  which  is  eagerly  urged  as  a  proof  of 
the  infinite  mercy  of  God,  is  in  fact  an 
evidence  to  the  contrary.  The  salvation 
of  this  selected  few,  must  now  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  full  indication  of  the  Divine 
to  save  those  destined  to  perdi¬ 
tion,  had  he  chosen  it ;  and  therefore  it 
ffecessarily  limits  the  divine  benignity, 
itad  the  whole  human  race  been  involved 
in  oire  equal  ruin,  we  might  hrave  lament¬ 


ed  that  Satan  should  thus  triumph  over 
the  benevolent  designs  of  our  Maker; 
and  we  might,  even  in  misery,  have  vene¬ 
rated  the  disposition  which  prompted  to 
make  us  happy.  But  to  display  in  this 
small  specimen  his  power,  while  the  dis¬ 
position  continues  averse  to  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  the  grand  primitive  design,  is  an 
astonishing  limitation  of  goodness;  and 
what  increases  the  astonishment  is,  its 
being  effectuated  by  the  machinations  of 
an  infernal  spirit! 

Most  advocates  for  the  distinguishing 
tenets  of  Calvinism,  seem  to  be  much 
more  deeply  impressed  with  the  idea  of 
power,  than  with  any  other  of  the  Di¬ 
vine  attributes;  and  to  be  much  more 
cautious  not  to  commit  an  offence,  by 
placing  limits  to  the  exertions  of  this 
power,  than  to  the  manifestations  of  wis¬ 
dom  and  goodness.  The  abettors  of  such 
sentiments  should  be  peculiarly  careful 
not  to  support  a  doctrine  which  virtually 
destroys  the  sovereignty  of  God,  and 
transfers  that  attribute  to  his  grand  an¬ 
tagonist.  This  corruption  of  the  whole 
human  race,  and  peopling  the  dominion 
of  sin  and  misery  with  such  multitudes 
of  subjects,  loudly  proclaim  the  triumph, 
and  extend  the  sovereignty  of  Satan  over 
the  wide  region  of  the  damned,  while 
that  of  the  great  Creator  is  contracted 
to  the  small  province  of  the  elect!  tie  is 
now  deprived  of  every  power,  beyond 
this  jurisdiction,  but  that  of  inflicting 
punishment! 

Can  we  venerate  the  infinite  wisdom 
of  God,  and  believe  that  his  plans  were 
disconcerted  by  the  wiles  of  an  apostate 
spirit?  Can  we  imagine  that  he  should 
have  miscalculated  the  powers  of  his  new 
favourite  man,  on  the*  one  hand,  and  the 
artifices  of  the  Devil  on  the  other ;  and 
thus  have  inadvertently  exposed  the  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  human  race  to  a  com¬ 
bat,  to  which  he  was  created  so  unequal? 
According  to  this  scheme  the  very  pre¬ 
science  of  God  is  an  impeachment  of 
his  wisdom,  since  he  roust  have  concert¬ 
ed  a  plan  which  he  knew  would  prove 
abortive ! 

If  we  attend  to  the  plan  itself  it  will, 
in  every  respect,  appear  unworthy  of 
Deity.  In  other  cases  where  we  trace 
the  divine  footsteps,  we  discover  marks  of 
wisdom;  we  judge  them  to  be  of  God  from 
the  stamp  of  excellency  impressed  upon 
them',  but  who  can  possibly  discern  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  a  constitutioji,  which  notoi  ly  fail¬ 
ed  in  the  primitive  design,  but  inevitably 
exposed  the  vast  majonty  of  mankind  to 
endless  woe?  What  mar^  of  design  w  or- 
thy  of  God  do  we  trace,  in  resting  the 
character  and  felicit^^  of  numberless  be¬ 
ings,  on  the  single  act  of  a  frail  individu¬ 
al?  renderiTig  them  flbmnially  good  or 


bad,  really  happy,  or  wretched,  by  im¬ 
putation  and  proxy?  If  it  be  an  essen^al 
character  of  wisdom  to  discern  and  adapt 
means  to  ends,  that  seme  valuable  pur¬ 
pose  may  be  obtained,  it  surely  cannot 
be  found  in  a  doctrine  that  represents 
the  means  to  be  inadequate,  ancl  the  is¬ 
sue  the  reverse  of  what  was  intended, 
that  is,  the  reverse  of  every  thing  wise 
and  good. 

If  it  be  one  property  of  justice  not  to 
inflict  punishment  beyond  desert,  can  the 
utmost  stretch  of  imagination  conceive 
of  an  act  of  injustice  equal  to  the  con¬ 
duct  imputed  to  the  Supreme,  which  has 
exposed  ^numbers  beyond  enumeration,* 
to  eternal  misery  for  a  single  act  of  their 
primogenitor,  while  they  were  sleeping 
m  inconsciousness  ?  Can  any  act  be  more 
unjust  than  the  judicial  punishment  of 
the  innocent  for  imputed  crimes? — than, 
to  rank  those  who  have  never  transgress¬ 
ed,  in  the  class  of  the  vilest  offenders, 
for  a  conduct  over  which  they  could  have 
no  influence:  and  to  exclude  them  from 
the  pardon  yob'  allow  to  have  been  granted 
to  the  real  offender?  Had  Esop  lived  in  the 
Christian  .£ra,  and  been  informed  that 
such  a  tenet  was  maintained  by  some 
professors  of  Christianity,  we  should 
have  suspected  that  the  fable  of  the  wolf 
and  the  lamb,  which  every  ingenuous 
school  boy  reads  with  indignation,  had 
been  invented  to  satirize  and  confute  so 
extravagant  an  idea! 

You  say,  that  this  multitude,  doomed 
to  eternal  perdition,  fall  a  sacriflee  to  the 
vindictive  justice  of  God,  whose  laws 
have  been  violated  by  the  grand  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  human  race.  But  can 
Deity  be  unjust  and  cruel  to  others,  that 
he  may  be  just  to  himself?  The  satisfac-^ 
tion  01  the  attribute  justice,  is,  in  reali¬ 
ty,  a  simple  abstract  idea.  Justice  suf¬ 
fers  no  misery  if  it  be  not  satisfied  ;  and 
it  cannot  demand  the  misery  of  millions 
who  never  intentionally  offended  it.  Be¬ 
sides,  since  the  claims  of  vindictive  jus¬ 
tice  have  been  waved  in  the  salvation  of 
the  elect,  what  can  have  rendered  them 
so  inexorable  respecting  the  reprobate  ! 
Or  why  should  its  claims  be  paramount 
to  those  of  every  other  attribute  ?  Are 
they  more  sacred  than  those  of  benignity 
and  compassion?  Must  this  so  perempto¬ 
rily  demand  millions  of  victims,  and  are 
the  others  to  be  so  easily  satisfied  with  a 
few  scattering  monuments  nf  merey  ! 

[To  be  continued.] 

A  Scotchman  having  beard  a  Lutheran 
preacher  contend  against  the  existence  of 
the  devil,  as  an  individual  Sfurit,  was  anx¬ 
ious  that  bis  wife  should  attend  the  sane 
church  in  the  afternoon.  “What  !’*  ex¬ 
claimed  she,  raising  her  hands  in  horror, 
**wad  ya  gar  me  gae  to  a  kirk  where  they 
Ihe  nae  <reil 
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*9u?aXre,  nteake,  put  on  thy  tlrengtA,  O  Zion! 

II.  Let  Unirersalists  mkintain  regular  aud 
stated  meetings  for  public  worship. 

This,  Brethren,  ii  a  solemn  and  important 
duty  devolving  on  you,  as  Christians,  members 
of  Sooiety,  and  well-  wishers  to  the  increase  of 
knowledge  and  happiness  among  men.  The 
Apostle  exhorts  to  “always  abound  in  the  work 
of  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your 
^abor  in  the  Lord  is  not  in  vain:”  and  “not  to 
forsake  the  assembling  of  yourselves  together  as 
the  mannei  of  some  is but  “  give  attendance 
to  reading,  to  exhortation,  to  doctrine.*'  Regu¬ 
lar  and  stated  meetings  for  public  and  social 
worship  are  not  only  recommended  and  sanc¬ 
tioned  by  the  inspired  penmen,  but  experience 
and  observation  prove  that  they  are,  when  pro¬ 
perly  conducted,  abundantly  useful  and  benefi¬ 
cial  iu  society.  They  inspire  devotion,  enlarge 
the  benevolence  of  tbe  heart,  expand  the  social 
charities  of  life,  acquaint  tbe  members  of  socie¬ 
ty  with  each  other,  bind  them  together  in  strong- 
tyr  ties  of  fellowship,  and  enlighten,  and  edify 
the  mind.  And  not  only  so,  they  give  efficiency 
and  influence  to  societies,  increase  their  num¬ 
bers,  and  multiply  their  virtues.  Societies, 
therefore,  if  they  consult  their  own  interests 
and  prosperity  alone,  ought  never  to  forsake  the 
assembling  of  themselves  together ;  but  to  keep 
up  and  constantly  to  maintain  public  worship  on 
the  Sabbath.  If  Societies  are  small,  and  too 
feeble  to  support  preaching  regularly  every 
Sabbath,  or  even  any  part  of  the  time,  (though  ! 
it  is  presumed  there  are  no  Societies  but  what 
are  able  to  do  this,  at  least,  some,  though  it  be 
but  a  small  pait  of  the  time,)  let  them  procure  I 
sermons,  and  useful  pamphlets,  and  periodical 
Universalist  publicatsons,  and  with  the  Bible  in 
<heir  hands,  meet  together,  to  read,  and  exhort, 
nnd  pray,  and  mutually  strive  to  edify  one  an- 
uther  Such  meeting^  might  be  and  often  are, 
eminently  useful.  And  this  would  be  spending 
the  Sabbath  in  a  much  more  profitable  manner 
than  is  generally  done  by  those  who  neglect 
meeting  together,  or  those  who  go  in  some  in¬ 
stances,  to  other  meetings,  where,  instead  of 
hearing  tbe  gospel  preached,  they  bear  tbe  char¬ 
acter  of  God  vilified,  themselves  insulted,  and 
hnmanity  outraged,  which  is  too  often  the  case 
at  Orthodox  meetings ;  though  we  cheerfully  ac¬ 
knowledge  there  are  many  honourable  excep- 
tiOM  among  preachers  of  the  orthodox  denomi- 
oalions,  whefe  Universalists  may  go  and  hear 
with  satisfaction  and  profit  to  themselves.  For  { 
tbe  eSlensioo  of  your  own  principles  and  tbe 
prosperity  j>f  your  own  society  and  cause,  you 


ought  therefore,  in  all  cases,  to  have  occasional, 
and  in  most,  constant  meeting,  on  the  Sabbath, 
for  public  worship. 

But  to  come  to  particulars,  in  relation  to 
maintaining  regular  meetings  and  the  public 
ministration  of  the  word  of  life;  we  observe 
there  are  two  important  duties  devolving  on  you, 
as  societies  of  professing  ebristians ;  First,  to 
employ  and  competently  support  a  gospel  minis¬ 
try,  who  s^all  shall  labor  with  you  in  word  and 
doctrine:  Secondly,  to  attend  yourselves,  on  tbe 
stated  ministrations  of  the  word,  and  prevail  on 
your  families  and  friends  generally,  to  attend 
with  you. 

I  1.  In  tbe  engagement  of  ministers  of  thegos- 
I  (fol,  employ  such,  and  such  on/y,  as  arc  good 
.  men,  such  ai  will  do  honor  to  their  profession, 

I  not 'In  word  only,  but  in  deed  also,  such  as  will 
“preach  tbe  word,  be  instant  in  season  and  out 
of  season,”  and  go  in  and  out  before  you,  as  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  flock  and  faithful  ministers  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  And  let  this  maxim  be  al¬ 
ways  indelibly  impressed  on  your  minds:  .9 
small  good  man  is  much  belter  Jbr  us  than  a  great 
bad  mar.  Always  prefer  goodness  to  great¬ 
ness,  and  honest  integrity  to  brilliancy  of  talents 
without  it.  Having  employed  a  preacher  to  la- 
or  with  you  that  is  worthy  of  your  afiectioa  and 
confidence,  see  that  you  afford  him  a  competent 
living,  and  be  scrupulously  careful  to  fulfil  all 
your  engagements  with  him.  Be  cautious  not 
to  make  engagements  which  you  are  either  un¬ 
able  or  unwilling  to  fulfil.  Remember  Christ 
has  said,  “  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  reward.” 
And  St.  Paul  says,  “for  our  sakes  no  doubt, 
this  is  written  :  that  be  that  ploweth  should 
plow  in  hope,  and  be  that  thresbeth  in  hope, 
should  be  partaker  of  his  hope.  If  we  have 
sown  unto  you  spiritual  things,  is  it  a  great  thing 
if  we  shall  reap  your  carnal  things?  Do  ye  not 
know  that  they  which  minister  about  holy  things, 
live  of  the  things  of  the  temple  ?  And  they  which 
wait  at  the  altar,  are  partakers  with  tbe  altar 
Even  so  hath  the  Lord  ordained,  that  they  which 
preach  tbe  gospel  should  live  of  the  gospel.” 

But  some  object  to  giving  any  thing  to  a  min¬ 
ister  of  the  gospel  fur  his  support,  because  Christ 
said  to  his  apostles,  “  freely  ye  have  received, 
freely  give.”  True,  they  bad  freely  received; 
and  they  freely  gave  their  labors  in  tbe  minis, 
try:  but  the  people  likewise  freely  gave  them  a 
living  while  thus  laboring  with  them.  For  when 
they  that  were  sent  out  by  Christ  to  preach,  re¬ 
turned  to  him,  he  said  unto  them,  “When  I  sent 
you  without  purse,  and  scrip,  and  shoes,  lacked 
ye  any  thing?”  And  they  answered,  “Nothing.” 
The  reason  was,  they  had  their  living  with  the 
people  among  whom  they  labored.  But  again, 
it  is  objected  to  giving  ministers  any  compensa¬ 
tion  or  support,  that  “  the  people  have  often 
been  imposed  upon  by  those  in  the  ministerial 
profession;”  that  “tbe  clei^  have  often  fleeced 
tbe  flock,  instead  of  feeding  them,  and  an  ava¬ 
ricious,  mooey-loviog  pnestliood,  have  exacted 


and  obtained  fat  livings  of  poor  people,  and 
boarded  up  immense  sums  of  money,  while  those 
who  contributed  it  were  groaning  under  the 
griping  hand  of  poverty.”  Wo  readily  grant 
tbe  truth  of  these  charges,  and  deeply  deplore 
the  occasion  of  them.  But  because  the  minis¬ 
terial  profession  has  often  been  abused  by  bad 
men,  is  it  any  good  reason  why  yoo  should  let 
virtuous  and  faithful  minister,  who  labors  with 
you  in  word  and  doctrine,  starve  to  death  ?  Be¬ 
cause  there  have  been  counterfeits  in  this  pro¬ 
fession,  does  it  hence  follow  that  there  are  none 
of  tbe  true  coin  ?  Because  wolves  liave  been 
dressed  in  sheep’s  clothing,  does  it  hence  follow 
that  there  are  no  sheep  ?  We  hope  and  believe 
that  no  Universalist  minister  has  ever  catered 
or  continued  in  the  ministry  for  tbe  wicked  pur¬ 
pose  of  worldly  gain  or  riches.  If  there  are 
any  of  this  description,  it  is  very  evident  they 
have  uniformly  been  disappointed.  For  it  is  a 
fact  that  Universalist  ministers,  almost  without 
an  exception,  are  poor,  and  likely  to  continue  so. 
And  yet  tbe  societies  among  whom  they  labor, 
and  who  arc  able  to  give  them  a  competent  sup¬ 
port,  expect  they  will  go  decently  clad,  live  and 
support  their  families  in  tolerably  genteel  style, 
and  be  able  to  entertain  in  a  decent  and  hos¬ 
pitable  manner,  their  brethren  aud  friends,  and 
all  company  that  calls  on  them,  of  which  they 
generally  have  not  a  very  small  share.  Is  it. 
not,  brethren,  a  fact  that  you  often  engage  a 
minister  to  come  and  labor  with  you,  with  the 
promise  that  you  will  give  him  a  competent  sup¬ 
port  for  himself  and  family,  and  at  the  end  cf 
one  or  two  years,  he  finds  that  you  do  not  and 
will  not  fulfil  your  engagements  with  him,  and  is 
obliged  to  leave  you  and  go  somewhere  else,  al¬ 
most  in  a  state  of  beggary,  at  all  events,  much 
poorer  than  when  be  came  amo^  you  ?  And  is 
not  this  defrauding  him  of  his  just  rights,  as 
much  as  if  you  had  employed  a  mao  to  labor  on 
your  farm,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  sent  him 
away  a  pennyless  beggar,  without  fulfilling  your 
stipulated  engagements  with  him?  Paul  exhorts 
Timothy,  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  to  “  give 
attendance  to  reading,  to  exhortation,  to  doc¬ 
trine,  neglect  not  the  gift  that  is  in  thee;  medi¬ 
tate  upon  these  things;  give  thyseif  wholly  to 
them;  take  heed  to  thyself  and  to  tbe  doctrine ; 
continue  in  them:  for  in  doing  this  thou  shalt 
both  save  thyself,  and  them  that  hear  thee.” — 
“  Study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto  God,  a 
workman  that  ncedetb  not  to  be  ashamed,  right¬ 
ly  dividing  the  word  of  truth.”  Universalists 
wish  and  expect  their  ministers ‘to  comply  with, 
this  apostolic  injunction,  and  yet  in  many  instan¬ 
ces  withhold  from  them  that  support  which  is 
indispensably  necessary  to  enable  them  to  do  it.. 
Universalist  ministers  do  not  expect  nor  ask  for 
fat  salaries,  so  called.  They  only  ask  for  a  com- 
peteDt  living,  an  equality  with  the  people  among 
whom  they  labor.  They  maintain  that  if  the 
farmer,  the  doctor,  the  lawyer,  the  roerchanty 
and  (he  medhanic,  by  industry  in  their  calling*, 


prudeoce  aad  ecooomyi  can  support  their  fami* 
lies,  and  lay  up  a  little  erery  year  for  sickness  or 

age,  they  ought  to  be  able,  by  the  like  indus¬ 
try  in  their  calling,  prudence  and  economy,  to 
do  the  same;  or  in  other  worde,  that  erery  honest 
industrious  man,  wbattrer  his  profession  or  call¬ 
ing  may  be,  ought  to  be  able  to  lire  by  bts  occu¬ 
pation.  Brethren,  think  of  these  things,  and  do 
not  let  your  faithful  ministers  suffer  through 
your  negligence;  and  above  all,  do  not  defraud 
them  of  what  you  engage  to  do  for  them. 

2dly,  We  pass  to  notice  the  duty  of  Univer- 
salists  to  attend  (whenever  they  have  preaching) 
regularly  and  constantly  on  the  ministration  of 
the  word.  Much— as  it  regards  the  prosperity 
Of  our  cause— very  much  depends  on  the  faith¬ 
ful  discharge  of  this  duty.  It  is  necessary  that 
this  this  duty  be  performed  by  all  the  members 
and  friends  in  all  our  societies,  but  more  especi¬ 
ally  in  young,  or  recently  established  societies. 
This  is  not  only  necessary,  for  the  edification  and 
instruction  of  the  members,  but  (what  is  of 
equal  importance  in  this  case)  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  the  minister  who  labors  with  you  in 
word  and  doctrine,  and  for  rendering  your  meet¬ 
ings  respectable  for  numbers,  and  thus  encourag¬ 
ing  others  who  are  not  members  to  attend. — 
When  you  have  employed  a  minister  to  labor 
with  you  and  dispense  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus, 
how  does^bis  heart  sink  within  him,  bis  tongue 
falter,  and  his  confidence  in  you  fail  him,  to 
come  into  the  house  of  worship  and  see  the  seats 
of  more  than  half  of  the  society  vacated  by  a 
negligence  of  this  duty,  be  obliged,  if  he  preach¬ 
es  at  all,  to  preach  to  empty  seats  and  naked 
walls,  and  see  all  his  efforts  to  build  up  society, 
thus  paralyzed  by  the  very  ones  to  whom  he  had 
looked  for  exemplary  aid  and  countenance  in 
his  laudable  undertakings ! 

And  if  the  members  of  Universalists  societies, 

'  I 

and  those  who  believe  the  doctrine,  habitually 
neglect  attending  on  the  preached  werd,  will  | 
not  the  enemies,  and  those  who  are  professedly  ' 
indifferent  to  the  doctrine,  be  likely,  and  (so  far 
at  least  as  your  example  goes,)  have  good  rea¬ 
son  to  say,  “  Well,  if  Universalists  don't  care 
enough  about  their  own  doctrine  to  go  and  bear 
It  preached,  it  certainly  is  not  worthy  of  our  at¬ 
tention.  If  the  doctrine  were  good  for  any  thing, 
certainly  those  who  believe  it  would  love  to  hear 
it  preached,  well  enough  to  go  to  meeting  every 
Sabbath.”  By  neglecting  your  duty  in  this  re¬ 
spect,  you  give  just  occasion  for  such  remarks. 
But,if,  as  has  been  shrewdly  remerked,  ‘‘Univer¬ 
salists  have  neither  hell  nor  the  devil  to  drive 
them  to  meeting,”  let  it,  at  least,  be  known  to 
the  world,  that  they  have  (what  is  infinitely  belter 
than  that)  the  love  of  Qod  and  divine  things  to 
dVaw  them  there. 

Let,  then,  all  the  members  of  Uoiversalistso- 
efeties,  and  all  who  believe  the  doctrine,  make 
it  their  regular  and  constant  practice  to  attend 
ifieir  own  meetings  on  the  Sabbath;  and  let  them 
S^t  their  families  out,  and  their  neighbort.  and 


all  that  they  can  influence  to  go  and  bear  the  un¬ 
adulterated  gospel  proclaimed.  For  it  is  a  fact 
that  our  orthodox  enemies  do  all  ibey  possibly 
can,  to  prevent  people  from  going  to  our  meet¬ 
ings,  and  to  draw  away  those  that  are  in  the 
habit  of  attending  ours,  to  attend  their  own 
meetings.  Why  then  should  not  Universalists 
adopt  measures  to  counteract  the  influence  of 
their  opposers,  and  in  this  respect  be  on  equal 
footing  with  them.  Universalists  are  inexcus¬ 
able  for  neglecting  to  attend  their  own  meetings, 
or  for  going  to  other  (especially  their  opposers) 
meetings,  except  when  they  have  no  meetings 
of  their  own,  or  when  the  like  favor  will  be  re¬ 
ciprocated  by  members  of  the  orthodox  meet- 
.ngs  going  in  turn  with  them.  We  make  this 
remark,  not  because  we  are  bigoted,  or  hare 
the  least  fear  of  our  members  being  injured  by 
occasionally  attending  an  orthodox  meeting,  but 
because  of  the  iofloence  that  each  individual  ex¬ 
erts  in  favor  of  the  society  where  he  attends 
meeting'.  Universalists  need  all  the  influence 
they  are  possessed  of,  in  favor  of  their  own 
cause.  Habit  exerts  a  very  powerful  influence 
with  people  in  relation  to  this  duty.  People  once 
get  in  the  habit  of  staying  away  from  meeting, 
and  any,  even  the  most  frivolous,  excuse  will 
serve  in  their  minds  as  an  apology  for  the  ceglect 
of  this  duty.  The  following  are  among  this 
kind  of  excuses:— “I  did  not  rise  very 
early,  and  it  will  be  too  late  before  I  can  get 
ready;”  or  “I  don’t  feel  very  well  to-day,”  or 
“the  weather  is  not  very  agreeable or  “  the  ; 
walking  is  not  pleasant;’’  or  “some  of  my  clothes 
want  renewing  or  altering  or  adjusting.”  These 
and  a  thousand  and  one  similar  excuses  always 
serve  the  purpose  of  those  who  are  disposed  to 
make  them  and  stay  at  home.  On  the  other 
hand,  when  people  once  get  in  the  habit  of  at¬ 
tending  meeting,  it  is  no  task  for  them  to  get 
started  in  season ;  they  do  not  think  of  making 
any  excuses,  for  they  want  none;  and  they  feel 
grieved  and  much  disappointed  if  any  insur¬ 
mountable  obstacle  arises  to  prevent  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  their  going.  They  can  go  in  all  kiuds 
of  weather,  and  even  travel  six  or  eight  miles 
rather  than  stay  away  from  meeting  on  the  Sab¬ 
bath. 

But  we  have  a  few  words  to  say  to  another 
class  of  universalist  besides  the  negligent.  It  Is 
to  the  fearful  and  timid.  There  are  many  who 
believe  in  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation; 
and  would  be  glad  to  go  and  hear  the  doctrine 
preached,  if  they  dared  to  go,  or  if  they  could 
go  and  not  be  seen.  There  are  many  who 
dare  not  go  to  a  Universalist  meeting  in  open 
day;  but  Nicodemus-like,  will  go  in  the  evening, 
when  they  will  not  be  seen  of  men.  To  sucb, 
we  would  say.  Are  you  ashamed  of  the  truth  } 
Are  yoo«fraid  of  being  seen  where  it  it  preach¬ 
ed  ?  Do  yon  choose  rather  to  be  teen  where  er¬ 
ror  and  faltelAod  are  taught,  than  where  the 
truth  is'proclaimed.’  Do  you  answer,  ‘*itit  more 
popular,  and  therefere  more  agreeable,  to  go 


I  with  the  multitude,  even  though  error  may  be 
taught,  than  to  go  with  the  few,  to  hear  unpopu-. 

I  Irudi?”  Remember  you  are  cautioned  “not  to 
follow  the  mnltitude  to  do  evil.”  Ton  are  aho 
told  by  Christ  that  ‘‘wboeoever  it  ashamed  to 
confess  him  before  men,  him  will  he  be  asamed  to 
enfesi  before  bis  Father  and  the  holy  angeb.” — 
Remember  “the  night  is  far  spent:  the  day  ie  at 
hand:  put  off,  therefore,  the  works  of  darkness, 
and  be  clad  in  the  armour  of  light.”  Corae^orth; 
“quit  yourselves  like  men;’>  “put  on  the  whole 
armour  of  God;”  and  you  need  fear  no  danger. 
The  victory  it  ours.  “For  if  God  be  for  us,  who 
can  be  against  us  S. 

Concluded  in  over  next. 

An  explanation  wanted. — The  pub¬ 
lisher  of  the  Cospel  Preacher  is  request¬ 
ed  to  explain  why  the  Sermon  on  The 
River  and  Tree  of  Life^  published  in  the 
11th  No.  of  that  work,  written,  signed, 
and  forwarded  to  him  by  D.  Skinner  ot 
Utica,  was  credited  to  the  Rev.  O.  A. 
Brownson,  of  Ithaca. 

A  Sad  Dilemma.— In  the  “Western 
Recorder”  of  the  26th  ult.  under  the  head 
of  “Revivals,”  the  Editor  says: 

“We  mentioned  not  long  since,  that 
‘revival  notices  are  becoming  scarce  in 
the  journals  of  the  evangelical  denomi¬ 
nations  of  this  country.’  Another  cir¬ 
cumstance  is  no  less  remarkable.  1^- 
nominatioDS  that  are  not  evangelical,  a- 
mong  which  are  Christ-ians,  and  even  U- 
niversalists,  are  talking  about  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  revivals  among  their  own  people. 
We  should  fear,  therefore,  that  some, 
at  least,  among  the  current  notices,  are 
not  very  well  authenticated.  Such  we 
generally  pass  over  in  silence;  not  know- 
'  ing,  however,  but  in  some  instances  we 
may  unwittingly  neglect  to  record  the  tri¬ 
umphs  of  redeeminglove.” 

Alas!  for  poor  Mr.  Hastings!!  What 
win  he  do  ?  There  is  danger,  if  he  “re¬ 
cords”  all  accounts  that  he  sees  of  “Re¬ 
vivals,”  that  he  will  “record  some  that 
are  not  “evangelical” — some  that  are 
truly  heterodox — and  thus  injure  tlie 
credit  of  those  that  are  genuine !  What 
the  unhappy  man  will  or  can  do,  in  this 
case— as  he  can  write  on  no  other  subject 
— we  cannot  imagine.  However,  to  re* 
lieve  him  of  all  embarrarsment  and  con¬ 
scientious  scruples  on  this  subject,  so  far 
as  we  are  concerned,  we  assure  him  that 
Universalists  consider  themselves  as  tru¬ 
ly  “evangelical”  as  any  denomination  in 
Christendom,  An  “evangelical  denomi¬ 
nation”  is  a  gospel  denomination  ;  (the 
word  euangelionj  being  the  Greek  word 
for  gotpeli)  and  an  “evangelical  revival” 
is  a  goepel  revival.  That  denomination, 
therefore,  that  mostfiiliv  and'flrmly  be¬ 
lieves  the  **ao8peU*i  (which  God  preach¬ 
ed  unto  AbrabaiD,  saying,  “In  thee,” 
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i.  c.  Christ)  'Shall  all  nations  be  blesaeil;'’ 
sec  Gal.  iii.  8,  16;  Acts,  iii.  25;  Gen.  zii. 
3.)  is,  in  faith,  the  most  "evangelical  de> 
nomioation.’'  But  does  Mr;  Hastings, 
or  any  of  his  denomination,  the  Presby¬ 
terians,  believe  this  gospel?  No.  Then 
what  right  has  he  or  they,  to  consider 
themselves  exclusively  an  "evangelical 
denomination.'’  Ans.  None  at  all.  They 
are  "weighed  in  the  balance,  and  found 
wanting,’’  not  in  faith  only,  but  in  chari¬ 
ty,  which  "is  the  greatest.” 

A  Conference  of  Universalist  Ministers 
was  held  in  Springfield,  Vt.  on  19th  and 
20th  of  Nov.  last.  Miniiters  present — 
Wm.  Bell,  O.  A.  Skinner,  J.  W.  Lee- 
land,  J.  D.  Williamson,  J.  Moore,  R. 
Bartlett,  T.  Whitteinore,  S.C.  Loveland, 
and  W.  Skinner,  the  last  five  of  whom 
delivered  discourses  on  the  occasion. — 
From  the  account  of  the  meeting,  it  seems 
the  cause  of  truth  is  prospering  'in  that 
region. 

Dedication  J  Ordination  and  Installa¬ 
tion.— -On  Wednesday,  the  19th  ult.  the 
New  Universalist  Meeting-House  in 
Brewster,  Mass,  was  solemnly  dedicated 
to  the  worship  of  the  One  living  and  true 
God.  Sermon  by  Rev.  H.  Ballou,,  2d.  of 
Roxbury. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  Br. 
Charles  Spear  was  ordained  to  the  work 
of  The  Christian  ministry.  Sermon  by 
Rev.  H.  Ballou,  of  Boston. 

The  new  Universalist  Meeting-House 
in  Lowell,  Mass,  wasdedicated  to  divine 
worship  on  the  27th  ult.  and  Eliphalet 
Case,  jr.  installed  pastor  of  the  Society 
worshipping  in  it.  The  Dedication  Ser¬ 
mon  was  preached  by  Rev.  H.  Ballou,  of 
Boston — the  Installation  Sermon  by  Rev. 
T.  Whittemore  of  Cambridge. 

Another  Victim  to  the  doctrine  of  end¬ 
less  misery. — "Mr  Merrit  Holt,”  (says 
the  N.  Y.  Eve.  Post,)  "formerly  of  this 
city,  of  the  firm  of  Holt  &  Bradley, 
committed  suicide  by  hanging  himself 
with  a  silk  handkerchief  from  a  rafter  in 
the  garret  of  his  house,  in  George-street, 
New-Haven.  Mr.  H.  had  for  some  time 
labored  under  a  depression  of  mind,  aris¬ 
ing  from  the  operation  of  his  thoughts  on 
ratigioua  subjects.’’  Reader,  did  the 
heaven-born- peace-breathing  religion  of 
#esua  ever  lead  people  to  melancholy, 
despair,  and  suicide?  No:  it  is  the  reli- 
epon  of  men;  it  is  the  merciless  doctrine 
of  endless  misery^ — which  can  claim  no 
affinity  to  the  religion  or  doctrine  of 
Chris^— that  leads  to  these  consequen¬ 
ces.  — 

7*0  Correspondents. — We  are  obliged  to 
delay  the  favors  of  several  .valued  cor¬ 
respondents.  "S.  R.  S.”  "J.  B.  S.”  “W. 
Hi”  and  sererai  others,  will  appear  ^ort- 
!/• 


qriginaij  communication. 

For  the  EvangeUeal  Magazine. 

MATHETES,  No.  3. 

Mr.  Skinner. — Your  paper  has  been 
received  and  carefully  perused;  and  yet, 
to  speak  honestly,  as  lam  persuaded  you 
I  would  have  me  speak,  I  cannot  see  that 
ou  have  reconcile  the  difficulties  which 
have  proposed,  which,  unless  they  can 
be  reconciled  in  a  scriptural  w'ay,  present 
an  insuperable  barrier  to  my  embracing 
your  sentiments.  1  profess  to  be  a  stu¬ 
dent  of  the  Bible;  and  it  is  my  constant 
anxiety  to  know  and  embrace  its  sacred 
troths.  I  am  willing  to  sit  at  the  feet  of 
Gamaliel  and  there  learn  its  contents,  or 
to  receive  instruction  from  the  humblest 
disciple.  Whatever  the  Bible  teaches, 
so  far  as  I  can  understand  it,  1  am  re¬ 
solved  to  receive,  and,  in  the  spirit  which 
it  inculcates,  to  defend,  at  whatever  haz- 
zard.  This  shall  be  my  guide,  though  it 
expose  me  to  the  torch  of  the  incendiary, 
or  the  knife  of  the  assassin.  You  will 
ever  find  me  open  to  conviction,  and  anx¬ 
ious  to  maintain  what  I  believe.  As  truth 
is  my  riches,  the  more  I  have  of  it  the 
richer  [  am. 

You  cannot  be  insensible.  Sir,  that,  if 
there  is  one  chance  in  a  thousand  that  you 
have  judged  incorrectly,  and  that  my 
sentiments  are  scriptural,  there  is  just  so 
much  danger  that  some  souls  will  plunge 
themselves  into  the  woe  of  an  eternal  hell. 
Is  it  not  that  you  are  mistaken.^ 

There  are  probably  as  many,  to  say  the 
least,  men  of  equal  science,  integrity  and 
piety  to  those  who  believe  as  you  do,  who 
differ  from  them;  are  you  not  as  liable  to 
err  'ui  the  interpretation  of  the  scriptures 
as  they  ?  If  there  is  the  same  liability  to 
err  on  either  hand,  should  we  not  be  more 
careful  in  adopting  your  opinions  than 
mine  ?  If  I  misinterpret  the  scriptures, 
with  reference  to  this  subject,  it  will,  on 
your  hypothesis,  affect  only  the  present 
condition  of  men;  butifvou  have  erred 
on  this  subject,  it  may  a^ect  their  ever¬ 
lasting  destiny.  But  is  there  not  more 
danger  of  erring  on  your  side  of  the  ques¬ 
tion  than  on  mine  P  Would  not  a  crim¬ 
inal,  who,  for  the  commission  of  crime, 
was  brought  before  the  tribunal  of  his 
country,  be  extremely  prone  togive  a  fa¬ 
vorable  exposition  of  the  law  by  which 
he  was  to  be  judged  P  We  are  criminals 
— God  is  our  jLudge— the  Bible  U  the  law 
by  which  we  are  to  be  tried — ought  we 
not  to  be  extremely  careful,  lest,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  too  much  self-attachment,  in 
another  world,  our  mistake  should  be 
rectified  to  our  everlasting  confusiouP* 

*  In  answer  to  this  and  the  above  questions 
•r  Mktbetea,  we  8in\ply  say  that  we  may  be  as 
liable  to  err  in  the  interpretation  of  Scripture 
at  others  are,  unless  others  are  influenced  by 
tradUioQ  or  the  love  of  popularity  ia  the  im 


Having  these  views,  I  presume  you  will 
not  blame  me  if  I  am  extremely  inquis¬ 
itive.  Before  I  embrace  a  sentiment,  I 
wish  to  be  clearly  and  fully  satisfied  that 
it  is  scriptural. 

Salvation,  as  lunderstand  it,  doesnot 
necessarily  consist  in  deliverance  from 
deserved  evil  or  punishment ;-  it  consists 
in  deliverance  from  evil  to  which  one  is 
exposed.  A  man  who  had  never  com¬ 
mitted  any  capital  crime,  could  not  in 
propriety,  be  said  to  bo  saved  from  the 
gallows  ;  but  if  he  had  imbrued  his  hand 
in  the  blood  of  his  fellow,  and  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  any  artifice  of  his  counsel,  or 
the  clemency  of  his  judge,  his  merited 
punishment  was  averted,  this  language 
would  be  altogether  proper.  The  Israel¬ 
ites  were  exposed  to  continue  in  Egyptian 
bondage,  and  "our  patriot  sires,’’  were 
exposed  to  the  yoke  of  British  tyranny, 
and  from  these  evils  they  were  each  of 
them  delivered ;  but  it  does  not  follow 
that  they  deserved  those  evils.  A  man 
may  he  saved  from  death  in  battle,  when 

terpretations  they  ^ive ;  which  we  believe  is 
actually  the  case  with  most  of  the  advocates  of 
endlest  misery.  Having  been  traditionated  in 
that  belief,  and  seeing  the  multitude  adopting 
it,  they  choose  to  be  on  the  popular  side  of  the 
question;  and,  as  some  of  them  have  said  to 
us,  they  dtirenol  examine  into  the  subject,  \esi 
they  should  be  convinced  of  their  error,  and  be 
led  to  adopt  our  opinion.  Besides,  our  oppo¬ 
nents  have  frequently  acknowledged  that  uni- 
versalism  is  congenial  with  reason  and  the  %ol- 
ume  of  nature;  though  they  think  it  inconsistent 
with  the  Scriptures.  But  we  contend  that  thst 
explalnation  of  the  scriptures  which  harmoni¬ 
ses  most  with  reason  and  the  volume  of  nature, 
is  more  likely  to  be  true  than  one  at  rarianre 
wi  h  tliem:  for  God  does  not  contradict  himself 
ii  his  Word  and  his  If'orilrs,  but  declares  by  6o/a 
tiiat  he  “is  good  unto  all  and  his  tender  mer¬ 
cies  are  over,  all  his  workr.” 

How  mankind  can  be  more  liable  to  err  on  our 
side  of  the  question  than  on  that  of  Mathetes 
— why  they  ought  to  be  more  cautious  irt 
adopting  our  opinions  than  his — or  how  an  er¬ 
ror  on  our  side  of  the  question  can  be  more  dan- 
gerous  than  on  hit — we  are  totally  unable  to 
perceive.  For  as  to  exerting  a  salutary  inflh- 
ence  in  society  and  on  the  lives  of  its  professors, 
we  consider  our  doctrine  as  much  superior  to 
that  of  endless  misery,  as  the  kind  k.  benevolent 
government  of  a  father  la  superior  in  excellen¬ 
cy  to  that  of  the  crudest  tyrant  that  ever  walk¬ 
ed  the  earth.  And  we  hardly  think  Mathetes 
will  contend  that  we  must  be  tlemaUy  damded 
merely  for  being  mistaken  in  some  of  our  opin¬ 
ions;  allowing  our  lives  comport  with  the  re¬ 
quisitions  of  the  gospel.  In  relation  to  our  be¬ 
ing  prone  to  interpret  the  Law,  or  the  Bible, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  favorable  to  Os,  wq 
observe,  the  charge  is  not  so  applicable  tp  us, 
as  to  the  believers  in  endless  msery.  Fur  we 
interpret  it  without  partiality,  as  being  equsUl^ 
as  favorable  to  others  as  to  ourselves:  But  timi- 
tarians  all  interpret  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
be  more  favorable  to  themselves  than  to  the 
rest  of  makind.  They  are  none  of  them  go¬ 
ing  lo  be  eternally  damned,  though  their 
bars  must  be.  The  Calvinists  all  belong  to  “Cod’a 
elect;"  and  the  Arminians  all  calculate  lo  rqiCRl 
just  before  they  die,  $o  that  the  hw  \Vill  0^1* 
uihly  be  favoyable  to  both  of  then. 
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he  is  exposed  to  the  weapons  of  war  j  but 
it  does  not  follow  hence  that  he  deserved 
to  die.  1  have  no  where  contended  that 
salvation  necessarily  implied  deserved 
punishment ;  consequently  your  simil¬ 
itudes  drawn  from  the  Isralites,  and  our 
lyitriot  sires  are  not  to  the  point.t  It  is 
true  that  the  punishment  to  which  sin¬ 
ners  are  exposed  is  one  which  they  de¬ 
serve  j  but  we  do  nut  ascertain  this  from 
1|}e  fact  that  some  will  be  saved  from  it. 
You  say  that  sinners  are  saved  from  dc- 
^ving  punishment.  Now  this  salvation 
II  either  an  act  of  justice  to  which  they 
have  a  right,  or  it  is  a  favor  to  which  they 
have  no  claim.  But  you  have  said  that 
it  is  undeserved,  unmerited  by  them,  that 
they  have  no  claim  to  it  j  therefore  God 
might  injustice,  leave  them  to  sin  forever, 
and  consequently  to  deserve  and  suffer 
endlcts  punishment.!  And  as  every  just 
punishment  is  consistent  with  the  mercy 
and  goodness  of  God,  therefore,  all  the 
arguments  drawn  from  the  mercy  of  God 
against  endless  punishment,  have  no 
foice.^  But  you  say  that  God  cannot, 
in  justice  to  himself,  witbold  salvation 
from  the  sinner,  because  he  has  promis¬ 
ed  it.  Then  you  admit,  do  you  not?  that 
tJ^  sinner  might  injustice  to  him,  be  pun¬ 
ished  forever.  [Ans,  No.]  And  as  mer¬ 
cy  is  that  disposition  which  leads  God  to 
pity  and  relieve  the  wretched,  and  as 
Odd  is  infinitely  removed  from  wretched¬ 
ness,  and  as  mercy  and  justice,  on  your 
hypothesis,  are  never  at  variance,  there¬ 
fore  it  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  mercy 
9f  God  that  sinners  should  be  left  to  sin 
and  suffer  forever.  I  suppose,  then,  I 
have  a  right  to  expect,  that,  when  you  at¬ 
tempt  to  prove  that  God  has  promised  sal¬ 
vation  to  all  mankind,  you  will  pass  by 
all  those  passages  which  speak  of  the  mer¬ 
cy  and  goodness  of  God,  and  all  argu¬ 
ments  derived  from  that  source.  $  But, 

I  If  the  general  scope  and  tenor  of  Mathc* 
tea’  former  communications  did  not  clearly  im¬ 
ply  his  belief  in  salvation  from  deserved  puniih- 
ttwnl  <see  pp.  76  Si  100)  we  must  confess  we 
do  not  understand  the  use  of  language.  But 
if  he  did  not  advance  such  ideas  in  those  com¬ 
munications,  he  certainly  does  in  subsequent 
parts  of  this:  consequently  our  “iimilitudes,” 
&c.  were  to  the  point.  We  are,  however, 
happy  to  find  that  he  concedes  the  point,  a- 
bove,  that  “salvation  does  not  neeetsarily  con¬ 
sist  in  deliverance  from  deserved  evil  or  pun¬ 
ishment.” 

t  This  conclusion  is  not  a  just  one:  for  u  the 
sinner  is  dependent  on  God  for  his  existence, 
there  could  be  neither  justice,  mercy  nor  good¬ 
ness  in  his  perpetuating  the  existence,  sin  and 
misery  of  the  sinner  where  obviously  there 
Could  be  no  good  result  from  it. 

T  Mathetes  truly  lias  a  most  curious  mode  of 
feasoning — because  w«  maintain  that  the  mer¬ 
cy  of  God  prompts  him  to  direct  all  the  pun¬ 
ishment*,  he  in  justice  inflicts  on  man,  to  a 
beneficent  enc^  ’’Uierefore  all  arguments 
drawn  from  the  mercy  of  God  against  endless 
punishment,  bxve  no  force'* ! ! !  Wonderful  sa- 
gxcify.! 
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is  it  not  to  tread  in  a  circle,  and  to  take 
for  granted  what  is  the  very  point  in  dis¬ 
pute,  to  say  that  God  canitot  in  justice 
to  himself  withold  salvation  from  the  sin¬ 
ner,  because  be  has  promised  it  ?  [Ans. 
No.  and  we  will  thank  the  writer  to  show 
if  he  can,  how  God  cstn  justly  lie.]  And 
is  it  a  fact  that  sinners  are  never  saved 
from  a  deserved  punishment  or  evil  ?  Du 
not  pardon  and  forgiveness  imply  a  dis¬ 
charge  or  deliverance  from  merited  pun¬ 
ishment?  6.  And  do  not  the  scriptures 
abundantly  teach  that  these  are  dispen¬ 
sed  through  Christ  ?  **  Him  hath  God 

exalted  with  bis  right  hand  to  be  a  prince 
and  a  Saviour  for  to  give  repentance  to 
Israel,  and  forgiveness  of  sins.’’  “Be 
it  known  unto  you,  therefore,  men  and 
brethren, that  through  this  man  is  preach¬ 
ed  unto  you  the  forgiveness  of  sins.” 
“That  they  may  receive  forgiveness  of 
sins.”  “  As  God  for  Christ’s  sake  hath 
forgiven  you.”  7.  This  is  the  current 
language  of  the  Bible  ;  and  if  I  have  err¬ 
ed  in  the  interpretation  of  it,  will  you 
have  the  goodness  to  correct  me.  In 
whatever  £e  curse  or  penalty  of  Gods 
law.  consists,  it  is  undoubtedly  what  sin¬ 
ners  deserve  }  and  the  apostle  tells  us 
that  Christ  hath  redeemed  tis  from  the 
curse  of  the  law.”  8.  “  We  shall  be  sa¬ 

ved  frorrt  wrath  through  him.’’ — *  Jesus, 
which  delivered  us  from  the  wrath  to  come. ’9 
I  fully  agree  with  you,  that  the  saints  in 
glory  are  saved  from  deserving  punish¬ 
ment  i  and  do  not  the  foregoing  passages 
prove,  with  the  clearness  of  a  noon -day 
sun,  that  they  are  also  saved  from  deser¬ 
ved  punishment  ?  [We  think  not,  when 
fairly  construed  from  the  original.] 
{Concluded  in  our  next. ) 

§  How  Mathetes  can  expect  this,  we  cannot 
conceive,  if  he  allows  what  we  contend  for, 
that  rn  mercy  and  goodness  God  has  promised 
salvation  to  ail  men.  See  Isa.  liv.  7,  8.  Comp, 
with  xlv.  22—25;  and  Ps.  cxlv.  9. 

6  In  answer  to  tliis  question,  we  simply  refer 
Mathetes  to  the  case  of  Joseph’s  brethren,  who 
suflered  a  severe  punishment  for  their  sins, 
and  yet  were  pardoned  by  Joseph. 

7  For  an  explanation  of  tliis  text,  see  the 
Magazine,  Vol.  2d,  p.  71,  Communication 
signed  “Nemo.” 

8  The  curse  of  the  law  existed ;  and  Christ 
saves  mankind  finm  evHs  that  do  exist :  for 
“Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness, 
to  every  one  that  believeth.” 

9  This  wrath  was  to  come  on  the  Jews  as  a 

Nation.  »  _ 


PREACHER  WANTED  IN  NORTH 
CAROLINA. 

Tlie  subscriber  from  the  health  of  his 
family,  being  under  the  necessity  of  re¬ 
linquishing  Us  engagements  in  North  Car¬ 
olina  for  the  present,  is  requested  by  the 
friends  of  Universalism  in  Wilmington 
and  vicinity,  to  procure  some  one  to  sup¬ 
ply  his  place.  A  large  field  for  labor  has 
been  opened  in  that  quarter,  aud  the  pros¬ 


pects  are  flattering.  Among  a  generous, 
hospitable,  and  kind  hearted  people  as 
our  country  aflfords,  a  person  adequate  to 
the  work,  and  willing  to  devote  his  time 
and  talents  to  the  glorious  cause,  will  meel 
with  such  a  reception,  and  such  encour¬ 
agement,  as  will  be  grateful  to  the  feelings,, 
and  in  all  respects  satisfactory.  To  a 
young  man,  with  a  family,  particularly, 
few  opportunities  occur,  of  becoming  st» 
useful  in  the  cause  of  truth,  or  being  so 
advantageously  settled.  The  subscriber 
leaves  the  field  with  reluctance;  nor  wouhl 
he  do  so,  but  from  imperious  necessity. — 
He  has  labored  there  ardently  and  inces¬ 
santly,  daring  the  greater  part  of  three 
years  past — under  Glod,  he  has  gathered  a 
number  of  respectable  societies,  and  or¬ 
ganized  a  Convention  of  our  order.  He 
has  done  all  his  strength  and  abilities  would 
enable  him  to  do,  to  promote  the  cause; 
and  to  render  the  labors  of  his  successor 
easy.  The  ground  has  been  broken,  tin* 
seed  has  been  sown — it  requires  to  be  cul¬ 
tivated.  Will  some  brother  step  forw  ard 
and  lend  a  helping  hand  to  bring  it  to  ma- 
tnrity  and  gather  in  the  harvest,  or  leave 
the  fruits  to  wither  and  die  on  the  stalk  ! 
Let  not  the  cry  of  the  destitute  be  heard 
in  vain  1 

Any  further  information  required,  may 
be  obtained  by  application  to  the  subscri¬ 
ber,  directed  (fc^Provideuce,  R.  1.  aud  to 
which,  immediate  attention  will  be  given. 

JACOB  FRIEZE. 

North  Providence,  R.  I.  Nov.  20,  1828. 

From  the  Liverpool  Merctiry. 

^ects  of  Toleration. — Practical  JlnsKtrs  to  the 
^nti-  Catholics. — Amongst  the  questions  put  to 
one  of  the  witnesses,  before  the  Committee  ot 
the  House  of  Commons,  last  session,  on  the 
civil  government  of  Canada,  were  some  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  state  of  religious  party  feeling  in 
Lower  Canada.  It  was  asked  whether  there 
were  any  religious  animosities,  to  which  the  re¬ 
ply,  after  stating  that  some  injudicious  meas¬ 
ures  of  the  Government  had  tended  to  excite 
these,  was, — “Amongst  the  body  of  the  people, 
at  this  present  moment,  no  man  asks  whether 
his  neighbor  is  a  Catholic  or  a  Protestant;  there 
are  Catholics  and  Protestants  in  the  same  fami¬ 
ly  and  neighborhood,  and  all  living  in  perfect 
harmony.  In  truth,  do  country  has  ever  been 
more  exempt  from  religious  animosities  tlian 
Lower  Canada  has  generally  been  during  the 
thirty  seven  years  1  have  resided  there.” 

“Are  there  any  attempts  to  proselyte  on  the 
part  of  the  Catholic  church?” 

“No;  I  think  they  are  the  least  proselyting 
people  that  I  have  ever  teen.  I  have  been  fre¬ 
quently  at  the  houses  ef  the  clergy,  and  they 
never  talk  to  you  about  religion;  generally,  the 
Canadian  Roman  Catholics  shun  every  conver¬ 
sation  about  religion,** 

“Are  the  Catholic  clergy  much  respected  by 
their  flocks  generally?” 

“They  are  respected,  I  believe,  by  every  body 
in  the  country:  1  have  never  heard  any  body 
spexik  ill  of  them  generally.” 


Many  persons  seem  to  keep  their  hearts  in 
their  eyes :  you  come  into  both  together,  and 
so  you  go  out  of  them. 
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For  the  Evangtlieal  Magazine. 


TO  ONE  WHO  WISHED  HIS  BROTHER  TO 
ENTER  INTO  THE  MINISTRY. 

“Wait  net  for  me,  for  suns  may  cease  to  roD  e’er 
IshaUcome.”  NEWMAN. 

Deiii  bbotheb,  go !  His  vain  to  wait— 

My  path  way  wind  far  far  away; 

And  I  may  pass  death’s  iron  gate. 

Before  arrives  that  happy  day. 

Wait  not  for  roe — nor  lingering  look— 
Nor  cast  a  wishful  th^^ght  for  me— 

My  path,  obscured  by  many  a  crook, 
Soon  in  the  world  may  hidden  be. 

My  heart  is  vain,  ’tis  light  and  gay. 

Oft  pleased  with  trifles,  flitting,  light. 

My  mind  inconstant  as  the  day. 

This  moment  clear,  then  sunk  to  night. 

I  cannot  tread  that  holy  place, 

Where  dwells  the  presence  of  my  God; 

I  rather  seek  to  hide  my  face 
Beneath  the  dust  and  lowly  sod. 

Sigh  not  for  me,  nor  drop  a  tear. 

Since  God  directs  the  wanderer’s  feet; 

My  path,  ’tis  lone  and  sadly  blear. 

My  passing  life  may  shortly  fleet. 

Wait  not  for  me,  but  sound  aloud. 

In  every  street  and  temple  door. 

The  love  and  mercy  of  the  Lord, 

Before  life’s  fitful  scene  is  o'er. 

’Tis  Christ  that  calls;  wait  not  for  me. 
Nor  let  tny  griefs  thy  ardour  damp; 

Proclaim  to  all  a  pardon  free, 

While  love  shall  fill  thy  ahining  lamp. 

Wait  not  for  me !— I  still  may  come; 

But  when  my  path  shall  lead  me  there. 
Though  known  to  God,  to  me  unknown; 
^For  of  thy  work  I  ne’er  may  share. 

Dear  brother,  not  for  me  look  back, 
But  loud  proclaim  God's  glorious  love; 

And  if  I  ne’er  should  trace  thy  track 
W'e  still  may  meet  in  realms  above. 

RILEY. 


OBITUART. 

ANOTHER  TRIUMPH. 

DIED.— Of  consumption,  at  Morris- 
ville,  Madison  eo.  N.  Y.  Not.  25, 1828. 
Mrs.  Ljdia  Gates  Lewis,  wife  of  capt. 
Isaac  iJewis,  ag;ed  26  years. 

She  was  torn  from  the  bosom  of  friend* 
ship,  and  the  maternal  cere  efacren  chil* 
, Iren— five  of  whom  were  her  own — ^in 
early  life  by  the  hand  of  this  withering  des¬ 
troyer.  Her  sdSerings  were  nnusaally 
severe  under  her  disetse^particiilarlj 


for  the  last  few  months  :  but  were  endu* 
led  with  a  fortitude  truly  exemplary — 
with  apfatience  which  never  repined,  and 
with  a  composure  never  interrupted. 
Her  mental  faculties  were  retained  in  full 
vigor  to  the  last,  and  furnished  an  inter¬ 
esting  opportunity  of  exemplifying  the 
undying  enurgy  of  faith  founded  in  the 
promises  of  God,  cherished  by  reason,  and 
inspired  by  a  hope**  full  of  immortality.’’ 
She  was  amiable  in  deportment,  aflfec- 
tionate  in  the  discharge  of  the  moral  and 
relative  duties,  and  had  for  several  years 
faithfully  believed  in  the  final  salvation  of 
all  maniand.  A  particular  evidence  of 
her  faith,  is  contained  in  the  fact — that 
among  her  last  earthly  desires,  it  was  her 
request  that  the  writer  of  this  article, 
who  is  probably  the  first  Universalist  she 
ever  heard  preach,  should  attend  and  de¬ 
liver  a  discourse  at  her  funeral.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  did — and  tendered  the  consola¬ 
tions  of  the  gospel  to  a  large  circle  of 
mourners  and  friends  from  Rev.  14  ch. 
13.  ver. 

Thus  lived,  and  thus  died  another  be¬ 
liever  in  the  impartial  goodness  of  the 
God  of  Abraham — a  triumphant  example 
of  the  consoling  power  of  that  faith,  in  the 
hour  of  death. 

When  we  reflect  on  the  constant  and 
extraordinary  efforts  which  are  made  to 
rob  us  of  the  consolations  of  our  faith — 
especially  in  the  near  approach  of  death, 
by  which  the  chamber  of  sickness  is  often 
made  the  theatre  for  the  display  of  angry 
invective,  unfeeling  denunciation,  anil 
Pharisaic  presumption;  we  are  disposed 
to  view  the  patience  and  firmness  which 
is  so  often  manifested — and  particularly 
in  the  present  instance— as  the  genuine 
spirit  of  a  martyr.  For  it  cannot  be 
doubted,  that  those  who  retain  sufficient 
presence  of  mind  to  vindicate  their  reli¬ 
gion  in  the  midst  of  weakness — under  the 
agonies  of  death,  and  surrounded  by  op¬ 
position;  would  with  the  same  readiness 
die  for  its  profession,  as  now  in  its  exer¬ 
cise  and  enjoyment.  Let  our  opposers 
therefore  learn,  that  there  is  a  power  in 
the  hope  of  universal  salvation,  which  can 
triumph  over  death — and  will  yet  subdue 
all  human  opposition — that  it  is  good  in 
the  trials  of  life,  and  alike  good  in  the 
darkness  of  death. 

S.  R.  S. 

At  Danielsville,on  the  23d.  ult.  Harri¬ 
et  daughter  of  Luther  and  Elizabeth  Phil* 
leo,  aged  2  years  and  8  months. 

Adieu,  sweet  child !  thou’ It  ne  more  wear 
That  wreath  of  joy  and  woe, 

That  crown  of  tboma  and  flowers^ 

Whish  all  must  wear  below : 

We  bend  in  anguish  o’er  thee. 

Yet  feel  that  thou  art  bleat. 

Lov’d  one  !  ao  early  aummoned 
To  enter  into  rest. 


DIED— At  Frankfort,  Herkimer  Co.  on  the 
5tb  inst.  Doct.  John  Dodge,  aged  76— an  offi. 
cer  of  the  Revolution— who  served  rising  of 
six  yearn  in  gaining  our  national  indepenih- 
ence,  and  was  in  many  distinguished  battlesv 


MARRIED, 

In  Slaton’s  Bush,  on  Sunday  evening  SOth 
ult.by  Rev.  Mr.  Skinner,Mr.  George  Frank  j,r. 
to  Miss  Eliza  Aon  Jonea. 

In  this  village,  same  evening,  by  the  same., 
Mr.  Stephen  Abby,  to  Miss  Sophia  Browning, 
both  of  this  place.  _ 

•S  palpable  hit. — \  principal  proprietor  of 
the  ‘‘Pioneer  Line”  of  stages,  when  on  his 
way  to  Washington  lately  to  offer  proposals 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  was  pas‘^ 
sing  through  New-Jersey  in  a  public  stage 
on  the  Sabbath.  During  his  ride  he  chanced 
to  see,  lying  in  the  ditch  by  the  mad  aide,  a 
man  who  had  taken  a  drop  too  mnch  ;  and  be 
enquired  of  a  feIlow>passenger,  what  was  the’ 
occasion  of  the  man’s  being  there.  “Oh,' 
said  his  companion,  “that  is  a  Pioneer  m^n; 
and  he  is  only  lying  by  over  the  Sabbath.” 

\  __ 

High  Chargee, 

The  Western  Recorder  alias  Paul  Pry,  just  pop’d 
in  to  its  columns  last  week,  by  way  of  loformation  to 
us  .we  suppose,  an  article  from  an  Albany  blue  ekitf 
paper,  intorniing  the  public  that  legal  investigation  is  to 
t>e  had  of  certain  charges  against  the  Pioneer  Stages, 
in  an  article  signed  “  Consistency,”  published  three 
weeks  since  in  the  Observer.  This  blue  light  farther 
adds  that  “  the  stories  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Pioneer 
Line,  have  uniforn^  originated  in  infidel  prints,  with¬ 
out  character.”  That  we  may  be  even  with  them, 
we  purpose  having  legal  investigation  of  this  last 
charge  by  these  blue  skin  editors,  and  so  “  whip  in¬ 
fidel  Robin  all  round  the  bam.”  The  editor  of  the 
Recorder  is  noted  for  squinting  at  ehaxaeters.  He 
has  sung  and  whistled  the  character  or  musical  tal¬ 
ents  of  his  paper,  already  down  to  the  “little  end  of 
nothing.”— Dwbipa  Observer. _ 


NOTICE. 

Balfour’s  Essays,and  2d  Inquiry,  Knee- 
land’s  Testament  and  Lectures,  Picker¬ 
ing’s  Hymn  Book,  and  a  variety  of  pam¬ 
phlets  and  sermons  relative  to  Univer¬ 
sal  ism,  For  sale  by 

S.  R.  SMITH. 

Clinton  N.  Y. 


BOOKS, 

For  sale  by  D.  Skinner,  Utica. 
ETTIT  PIERRE  ON  DIVINE  Paics- 
Goodness,  full  bound,  SO 

Do.  in  half  bindiug,  .  .  -iO 

Canfield’s  Review  of  Ten  Letter},  writ* 

.  ten  by  Rev.  J .  Hawet,  containing  rea¬ 
sons  for  not  believing  in  the  doctrine 
of  Universal  Salvation,  To  which  are 
added  13  Friendly  Letters  to  a  can¬ 
didate  for  the  ministry.  By  Russel 
Canfield,  editor  of  the  Religious  In¬ 
quirer,  87 

Hudson’s  Letters  to  Ballon,  in  yindlea- 
tioD  of  Future  Punishment,  -  #1,  00 

Balfoui^s  Essays,  -  .  .  .  fS 

Evangelical  Repositoiy ;  (iq  which  are 
contained  Dr.  Priestly’s ‘Nermons 
on  the  evidences  of  the  Vhrietian  Re¬ 
ligion’)  edited  by  L.  Willis ;  bound  in 
paper  covers,  ....  87 

Plain  Reetitutionut,  by  £,  Ferris,  «  7o 
Balfoar’s  2d  Inquiry,  -  *1,00 

Sermons,  Pamphlets,  kc.  by  HoMa  Ballou, 

T.  ntk,  S.  R.  Smith  anfl  dthera 


